
 

 

 

 

 

Criminals stole over £879 million through investment 
fraud in 2025. 

Dear subscriber, 

Victims of investment fraud lost an average of £1,675 every minute last year, new figures 

from the City of London Police, the National Lead Force for Fraud, have revealed. 

Criminals stole £879.8 million through investment fraud last year - an average of 

£2.4 million a day. 

In 2025, 34,673 people reported investment fraud to Report Fraud, the national service 

that replaced Action Fraud in December 2025. This marks a 31 per cent rise on the 

previous year. The rise in reporting is not only linked to an increase in investment fraud, 

but also due to the point at which victims realise what has happened. Reports began 

climbing steadily from March and spiked in July and September when many people 

review their investments, move money into new products or check their returns ahead of 

the new financial year. 

As part of wider fraud-prevention work, we are urging the public to take simple steps 

to protect themselves. 

Before making any investment, use the FCA’s firm checker tool, to confirm whether a 

firm or individual is authorised. The tool can be accessed via the FCA website and is one 

of the most effective ways to avoid cloned firms and bogus advisers. 

We encourage anyone considering an investment to be cautious of unsolicited messages, 

adverts promising unusually high returns, or requests to keep the offer “confidential”. 

You can also contact the Financial Conduct Authority’s consumer helpline on 0800 111 6768 or 

report suspicious businesses or individuals by using the reporting form on their website. 

Any suspicious activity should be reported to Report Fraud as soon as possible at 

www.reportfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 2040. In Scotland, victims of fraud and 

cybercrime should report to Police Scotland on 101. 
 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs-url.co%2FXL8tAA&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cff0de93ed39244b8d91108de96169568%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639113220906950898%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qtOzZpXftCN6xQhQjKolUsY0NrtJGketq5BSzfH0Pvk%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cff0de93ed39244b8d91108de96169568%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639113220906917621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ahhIJ0pPx0dicg0srSt74qeD0OabG%2BY1WetWbDseUMU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmembers.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk%2FYourDetails%2FYourMessagingConfig%2F9120E0AEB186004FAD5DE289C5C01DD5&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cff0de93ed39244b8d91108de96169568%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639113220906936620%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sx1%2F82YjzWuBbhfRaUFm0s6eCiTNaOLsf8uYiCk0hW0%3D&reserved=0
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